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INTRODUCTION. 

Fifty  years  ago  the  author  of  the  lectures  in  this 
pamphlet,  was  an  Iconoclast,  stepping  out  in  advance  of 
of  his  fellows  to  deal  heavy  blows  at  the  Dagon  so  long 
worshipped.  To  write  and  deliver  such  messages,  and  to 
utter  such  strong  truths  as  these,  required  a  degree  of 
moral  courage,  in  those  days,  that  we  temperance  men  of 
more  modern  times  can  hardly  appreciate. 

The  writer  of  these  lectures  was  a  co-worker  with 
Dr.  Justin  Edwards,  whose  name  is  revered  by  the  Chris- 
tian world  to-day,  whose  memory  is  fragrant  in  all  the 
churches.  For  half  a  century  he 'has  been  constantly 
practicing  the  doctrine  he  then  advocated,  and  in  his  ad- 
vanced age  is  a  splendid  practical  exponent  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  Temperance,  on  the  high  ground  of  Total  Absti- 
nence. 

He  was  a  far  seeing  man,  and  advocated  the  same 
remedies  for  the  great  evil  that  are  advocated  to-day, — 
total  abstinence  from  the  drink,  and  prohibition  of  the 
traffic.  The  battle  in  those  days  was  against  ardent  spirits, 
and  only  in  1835  or  6,  did  the  pledge  include  wine,  ale  and 
lighter  drinks.  In  all  the  changes  of  position  or  tactics 
he  was  among  the  foremost,  and  brought  the  same  bat- 
teries of  abstinence  and  prohibition  to  bear  upon  wine 
and  lighter  drinks,  with  as  much  energy  and  perseverance 
as  against  ardent  spirits  simply. 
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Fifty  years  ago  persecution,  obloquy,  scorn  and  con- 
tempt were  freely  meted  out  to  the  fanatical  Temperance 
reformers:  property  was  often  destroyed  or  injured,  per- 
sonal violence  was  sometimes  inflicted,  and  the  advocate 
of  total  abstinence,  he  who  attacked  the  custom  to  which 
society  was  wedded,  was  subjected  to  treatment  that  re- 
quired a  noble  courage  and  an  heroic  faith  to  endure. 
How  fearlessly  the  author  of  these  lectures  denounced 
what  he  felt  was  wrong,  and  how  wisely  and  boldly  he  ad- 
vocated the  remedy  is  manifest,  on  every  page. 

The  words  uttered  so  many  years  ago,  are  applicable 
to-day,  for  they  are  words  of  truth.  We  who  have  been 
saved  by  the  principle  he  promulgated,  who  have  suffered 
and  been  rescued,  who  bear  the  scars  of  the  conflict,  thank 
God  for  the  early  workers;  for  those  who  laid  the  founda- 
tion stone  of  the  edifice  that  has  been,  and  will  be,  the  safe 
refuge  for  those  who,  but  for  that  blessed  work  of  the 
olden  time,  would  have  perished. 

Most  heartily  do  I  commend  these  lectures  to-day. 
Though  written  half  a  tentury  since,  there  is  the  righ  t 
ring  to  them ;  there  is  no  uncertain  sound,  and  they  are 
a  valuable  addition  to  the  history  of  the  Temperance  Re- 
formation. 

With  profound  respect  for  the  author  as  a  Christian 
gentleman,  who,  in  many  quiet,  unobtrusive  ways,  for  so 
many  years,  has  devoted  time,  effort  and  substance,  for  the 
promotion  of  the  interests  of  Christ's  Kingdom,  and  with 
grateful  acknowledgements  for  the  influence  he  has  ever 
exerted,  and  his  consistent  example  as  an  advocate  of 
Temperance  for  half  a  century,  I  offer  this  introduction  to 
his  lectures. 

John  B.  Gough. 
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The  subject  we  have  met  to  consider  is  one  of  deep 
interest  to  all  who  earnestly  desire  the  best  good  and  hap- 
piness of  their  fellow  creatures,  both  as  regards  the  life 
that  now  is,  as  well  as  the  life  that  is  to  come.  God  has 
seen  fit  to  constitute  his  creatures  with  powers  and  facul- 
ties which  enable  them,  if  they  choose,  to  assist  each  other 
in  their  pilgrimage  through  this  world  ;  and,  as  moral 
agents,  we  are  accountable  to  God  for  every  motive,  thought 
and  action,  of  every  day  and  through  life,  whether  it  con- 
cerns our  duty  to  our  Creator,  to  our  neighbors,  or  to  our- 
selves. The  great  object  of  our  being  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
to  glorify  God  and  do  good  to  men.  We,  therefore,  assert 
the  broad  proposition  that  every  habit,  custom,  and  fashion 
in  the  community,  whose  tendency  is  to  lead  men  to  neg- 
lect God,  and  to  injure  the  bodies  and  souls  of  his  crea- 
tures, is  sinful,  and  ought  to  be  abandoned. 

We  may  safely  say  that  there  is  nothing  that  has  so 
much  seared  the  consciences  of  men,  perverted  their  un- 
derstandings, hardened  their  hearts,  and  destroyed  the 
social  affections,  as  introducing  into  the  system  distilled 
liquors.  It  is  on  this  account  that  we  plead  the  cause 
of  temperance  again ;  not,  however,  expecting  to  give  you 
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any  new  light  upon  the  subject,  but  hoping  to  refresh 
your  minds  and  my  own  with  the  great  object  the  temper- 
ance reformation  has  in  view,  which  is  to  cease  not  our 
labors,  but  to  persevere,  until  intoxicating  drinks  of  every 
kind  shall  no  longer  be  used  in  any  quantity  by  persons 
in  health.     To  see  the  degradation,  the  beastly  habits,  the 
sufferings  of  the  body  and  anguish  of  soul,  which  intoxi- 
cating drinks  produce  upon   those    who    use    them,  one 
would  suppose  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  plead  the  cause 
of  total  abstinence ;  but  the  power  of  habit  is  so  strong, 
and  the  operations  of  strong  drink  upon  the  mind  are  .so 
deceitful,  that  it  is  probable  there  would  have  been  but 
little  done  to  arrest  its  progress,  had  there  not  been  soci- 
eties formed,  pledges  given,  addresses  delivered,  remarks 
made,  and  truths  pressed  home  upon  the  mind,  together 
with  much  private  and  public  conversation.     This  is  what 
has  carried  on  the  work  thus  far,  and  these  means  must  be 
still  used,  or  it  will  die.     Suppose  a  case :  that  this  Society 
was  to  lose  its  interest ;    its  members  should  forget  to  as- 
semble   themselves  together;    that  they  should  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  all  had  been  done  for  temperance  that 
could  be  done ;  and  when  friend  met  friend,  no  inquiries 
were  made  as  to  how  the  cause  of  temperance  was  pros- 
pering ;    that  no  one  was  answerable  to  this  Society  or  to 
his  neighbor  for  his  unfaithfulness  by  violating  his  pledge 
and  departing  from  his  duty  ; — by  such  a  state  of  things, 
how  long  do  you  suppose  it  would  be  before  you  would 
see  the  cork  and  a  piece  of  the  neck  of  the  black  jug 
emerging  from  its  place  of  darkness,  where  it  had  been 
secretly  confined  for  a  few  years,  and  again  showing  itself 
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unto  the  light  of  day ;  and  how  long  do  you  suppose  it 
would  be  before  you  would  see  many  come  from  the  east, 
and  from  the  west,  and  from  the  north,  and  from  the  south, 
to  meet  at  a  grog  shop  at  the  four  corners ;  and  from 
there  you  would  see  those  who  had  pledged  themselves  to 
temperance,  carrying  to  their  wretched  abode  a  jug  full  of 
distilled  death.  I  ask,  would  not  the  last  end  of  these  be 
worse  than  the  first  .'*  But  we  hope  for  better  things  ;  we 
trust  the  temperance  cause  will  press  onward  until  every 
man  woman  and  child  shall  embrace  total  abstinence,  and 
not  only  so,  but  consider  it  a  privilege  and  an  honor  to  sub- 
scribe their  names  on  these  records,  that  the  generations 
which  follow  may  remember  all  this  with  gratitude,  and 
its  influence  be  felt  down  to  the  end  of  time. 

I  will  endeavor  to  show  you  what  appears  to  me  to  re- 
tard the  progress  of  temperance,  and  who  they  are  that 
hang  like  dead  weights  upon  the  chariot  wheels  of  total 
abstinence  ;  and,  secondly,  I  will  endeavor  to  show  you 
what  appears  to  me  to  injure  the  cause,  and  by  whose 
instrumentality  such  injury  will  be  accomplished. 

The  cause  of  temperance  is  retarded  very  much  by  a 
determination,  on  the  great  part,  of  the  distillars  to  perse- 
vere in  making  the  article  at  all  hazards,  be  it  right  or 
wrong;  whether  it  will  kill  one  or  a  hundred,  ten  or  a 
thousand,  is  all  one  to  them.  They  make  and  they  sell ; 
their  black,  sooty  buildings  are  seen  in  the  crowded  city, 
and  in  the  country  village.  They  persevere  in  their  trade 
in  open  day,  and  often  times  under  the  most  aggravating 
circumstances,  and  they  coolly  tell  you  that  they  have  a 
right  to  do  so.     Has  their  Maker  given  them  that  right.-* 
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Answer  ye !  What  we  have  said  of  the  distiller  we  may  say 
of  the  importer,  although  there  are  some  honorable  excep- 
tions of  good  men,  who  have  abandoned  the  trade  from  con- 
viction of  its  bad  effects  on  the  community,  and  its  destruc- 
tion of  their  fellow  men.  What  we  have  said  of  the  distiller 
and  importer  we  may  say  of  the  retailer  and  tavern  keeper, 
victualling  house,  and  every  kind  of  public  place  which  is 
not  established  upon  temperance  principles.     There  is  the 
same  determination  to  persevere,  let  the  consequences  be 
what  they  may,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  there  always  will  be 
a  portion  of  the  community  vile  enough  to  engage  in  this 
trade,  or  any  other  profitable  trade,  equally  protected  by 
acts  passed  by  the  Legislature,  which  declare  it  to  be  for 
the  public  good  that  there  should  be  houses  of  entertain- 
ment furnished  with  the  alcoholic  drug — its  proper  name 
being  "poison."     How  much  longer  the  blasting  influence 
of  such  acts   is  to   trammel  and  retard  the  temperance 
reformation,  is  not  for  me  to  say.     Perhaps  the  work  of 
reform  is  going  on  as  fast  in  the  government  of  our  coun- 
try as  could  reasonably  be  expected,  considering  that  but 
a  few  years  ago  this  land  of  the  pilgrims  was  called  the 
land  of  "  bl^ck  strap,"  and  the  nation  called  the  "nation  of 
drunkards ; "  and  let  me  here  say  that  this  is  not  the  only 
nation  that  has  been  called  so,  but  there  are  now  other  por- 
tions of  the  globe,  and  of  the  country,  that  can  be  called 
nothing  else,  that  are  engulfed  in  the  flood  gates  of  death  by 
drinking.    Cast  the  eye  of  your  mind  across  the  mighty 
Atlantic  ;  look  at  Scotland,  with  a  dense  population,  and 
thousands  of  its  inhabitants  rapidly  traveling  down   the 
drunkard's  path  to  death,  and  hurrying  on  to  the  drunk- 
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ard's  eternity.  Look  at  Ireland  ; —  the  immortal  beings 
that  are  there  suffering  from  the  same  consequences! 
Look  at  England  ;  she  appears  like  one  great  gin- 
shop,  more  than  anything  else  ;  and  what  multitudes  of 
wretched  beings  there  are  which  crowd  in  and  out  at 
these  doors  !  We  are  told  by  those  who  have  watched 
their  progress,  and  who  testify  to  the  truth,  that  among 
them  are  women  and  children  !  We  have  been  looking  at 
some  of  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  temperance,  and  at  such 
as  may  be  called  open  enemies.  We  will  now  come  a  little 
nearer  home  and  try  to  discover  the  true  cause  why 
more  is  not  done  by  those  who  term  themselves  the  friends 
of  temperance.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  there  are  many 
who  belong  to  temperance  societies,  who  have  not  engaged 
in  the  cause  from  right  motives ;  who  are,  in  fact,  not 
temperance  men,  but  who  have  been  induced  to  join  from 
selfish  motives, — they,  of  course,  look  out  so  much  for 
themselves  that  they  will  have  but  little  interest  for  the 
good  of  the  public,  or  for  what  will  benefit  their  neighbors  ; 
in  fact,  this  spirit  prevails  too  much  with  all,  and  it  is  to 
be  feared  that  there  are  not  a  few  hypocritical  professors 
of  temperance  ;  such,  of  course,  will  do  but  little  good  in 
forwarding  the  work.  There  are  others,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
who  talk  loud  and  long  of  temperance  and  temperance 
measures,  and  will  make  long-winded  speeches  even, 
without  any  other  motive  in  view  than  this:  they  think 
this  the  best  beaten  path  by  which  they  can  ride  into 
power.  The  temperance  cause  must  have  other  supporters 
besides  office  seekers,  to  bear  it  onward,  or  it  will  languish 
and  die.     I  will  mention  but  one  more  class  of  temper- 
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ance  men  and  women,  who,  it  is  to  be  feared,  are 
doing  but  little  to  usher  in  that  glorious  day  when  "  total 
abstinence"  is  to  reign  triumphant ;  and,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered, this  class  is  very  numerous,  particularly  where 
temperance  has  been  very  popular,  and  their  guilt  lies  in 
nothing  less  than  just  sitting  down,  as  it  were,  and 
doing  nothing ;  or  perhaps  actually  lending  an  influ- 
ence in  favor  of  drinking  in  small  quantities.  I  know 
no  better  way  of  illustrating  to  you  what  I  mean,  when 
I  speak  of  those  who  have  given  us  their  names  to  the 
pledge,  but  do  no  good  in  carrying  on  the  great  moral 
reform,  than  by  introducing  a  short  dialogue  between 
Mr.  Do-Nothing  and  Mr.  Take-a-Little.  Take-a-Little 
meets  Do-Nothing  one  morning  after  a  powerful  address 
on  temperance  has  been  delivered  in  the  neighborhood 
the  previous  evening,  and  accosts  him  with  the  usual  sal- 
utation, "  Good  morning  !  What's  the  news  ? " 

Do-Nothhig.     No  news  of  importance  this  morning. 

Take-a-Little.  Were  you  at  the  temperance  meeting 
last  night } 

Do-Nothing.  I  seldom  go  to  a  temperance  meeting 
now ;  it  is  nothing  but  the  old  story  over  again,  and  I  can- 
not take  any  interest  in  it. 

Take-a-Little.  I  thought  T  would  just  go  and  hear 
what  they  had  to  say  once  more,  and  I  find  they  still  take 
strong  ground  —  total  abstinence  —  a  doctrine  which  I 
rather  think  you  do  not  believe  in,  any  more  than  myself. 

Do-Nothing.  You  know,  Mr.  Take-a-Little,  that  I  be- 
long to  the  temperance  society,  that  I  signed  the  pledge, 
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and  have  not  broken  it,  either ;  so  you  see  there  was  no 
use  for  me  to  go  to  the  meeting. 

Take-a-Little.  Were  your  boys  out,  and  the  rest  of  the 
family.? 

Do-Nothing.  There  were  none  of  us  out.  Last  night 
I  gave  my  opinion  that  it  would  be  just  as  well  to  stay  at 
home. 

Take-a-Little.  It  will  turn  out  just  as  I  expected;  it 
is  useless  to  think  to  stop  people  from  drinking  a  little. 
You  may  just  as  well  think  of  stopping  water  from  freez- 
ing when  the  glass  is  at  zero. 

Do-Nothing.  I  have  nothing  to  do  about  it ;  I  am  will- 
ing that  every  man  should  do  as  he  pleases.  You  know, 
Mr.  Take-a-Little,  we  are  in  a  free  country,  and  my  object 
is  to  look  out  for  myself  and  let  everybody  else  do  the 
same.  I  do  not  believe  in  all  this  influence,  and  responsi- 
bility, and  stuff  that  they  tell  about. 

Take-a-Little.  What  a  pity  that  such  a  liberal,  high- 
minded  man  as  you,  Mr.  Do-Nothing,  should  ever  have 
been  caught  in  the  temperance  trap !  Had  you  not  bet- 
ter send  in  and  have  your  name  taken  off  the  books  t 

Do-Nothing.  I  believe  I'll  wait  a  little  while  and  see 
what  it  comes  to. 

So  ends  the  conversation.  Mr.  Do-Nothing  passes 
along  with  a  cold  indifference  about  the  temperance  so- 
cieties, or  any  other  societies  which  are  calculated  to  bet- 
ter the  condition  of  suffering  humanity.  Mr.  Take-a- 
Little  considers  that  he  has  got  the  better  of  the  argu- 
ment, and  feels  so  good  about  it  that  he  goes  straight  to 
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the  bottle,  and,  instead  of  taking  a  very  light  drink,  he 
thinks  he  is  entitled  to  a  double  dose,  in  order  to  qualify 
himself  for  another  argument  with  the  first  temperance 
man  he  may  meet. 

Our  second  proposition  was  to  attempt  to  show  what 
injures  the  temperance  cause,  and  by  whose  instrumental- 
ity the  injury  is  accomplished.  We  have  seen  that  litttle 
can  be  expected  from  those  who  have  been  induced  to 
join  from  wrong  motives,  and  that  hypocrites  will  pull  down 
faster  than  true  men  can  build  up.  We  have  said  that  those 
who  embrace  the  temperance  cause  without  any  other 
motive  than  to  ride  into  power  upon  it,  although  they 
make  long  speeches  and  strong  appeals,  will  do  the  cause 
but  little  good;  and  you  can  judge  for  yourselves  whether 
Mr.  Do-Nothing,  or  his  conversation,  will  not  be  likely  to 
do  more  hurt  than  good. 

One  great  means  of  carrying  forward  the  cause  will 
depend  very  much  on  the  faithfulness  of  the  man  of  God, 
the  minister  of  righteousness  and  peace.  This  sin,  like 
every  other,  he  must  plainly  and  pointedly  often  bring  to 
bear  upon  the  minds  of  his  hearers  ;  his  text  must  often 
be  total  abstinence,  and  from  his  "watch  tower"  he  must 
proclaim,  "this  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it." 
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If  any  individual  in  the  village,  ten  years  ago,  had  given 
notice  that  he  was  to  deliver  a  temperance  address  in 
this  house,  upon   the  abstinence   principle,  the  majority, 
if  not  almost  every  individual   present,  would  have  said, 
"  such  a  man  is  beside  himself."     On  this  question  pub- 
lic opinion  had  become  so  corrupted,  and  so  fully  in  league 
with  the  beast  of  prey,  from  whose  mouth  poison  flowed 
to  suit  the  taste  of  his  drunken  army,  that  men  who  would 
otherwise  have  been  sober  and  temperate,  were  absolutely 
compelled  to  engage  in  the  trade  of  making  drunkards,  if 
not  by  keeping  a  **  grog-shop,"  by  the  habit  of  keeping  in 
their  own  dwellings  a  brandy  bottle,  a  rum  jug  or  gin  bot- 
tle, or  some  palatable  cordial,  in  readiness  for  a  friend  or 
neighbor  when  he  called  upon  them.     This,  I  say,  they 
were  compelled  to  do,  or  be  branded  as  the  meanest  of  all 
men,  who  did  not   know  what  comfort  was   themselves, 
neither  were  willing  that  others  should  enjoy  it.     Gross 
mistake!     False  conclusion!     Hear  the  views  of  there- 
claimed  drunkard.     What  does  he  say  on  this  subject,  he 
who  knows  by  experience  both  sides  ?    Hear  what  the  man 
says  who  was  once  a  moderate  drinker,  but  now  practices 
total  abstinence.     What  does  he  say.-'     Hear  what  all  so- 
ber men  say.    They  all  say  //  ts  a  lie  !   If  a  friend  calls  to 
see  you,  can  you  not  enjoy  his  company  as  well  now  as  in 
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days  gone  by?  If  you  invite  your  neighbor  to  spend  an 
evening  with  you,  do  you  not  enjoy  his  company  as  well 
as  formerly,  when  it  was  fashionable,  before  separating, 
to  get  what  would  be  called  in  Scotland  "  blind  fou? " 

The  heralds  of  the  temperance  cause  who  stemmed  pub- 
lic opinion,  were  afraid  in  various  ways  Some  supposed 
it  was  a  silly  thing  to  belong  to  a  temperance  society  ; 
others  there  were  who  said  it  would  never  effect  anything. 
But  perhaps  the  most  numerous  of  the  objections  to  the 
society  was,  that  it  was  an  orthodox  concern,  and  a  scheme 
to  unite  church  and  state.  A  hue  and  cry  was  raised  that 
those  temperance  advocates  were  setting  machinery  in  mo- 
tion that  would  pull  up  the  tree  of  liberty  by  the  roots, 
and  in  its  place  erect  "  large  hammers,"  to  manufacture 
chains  for  the  sons  of  those  patriots  who  fought,  bled  and 
died  to  obtain  liberty  and  independence.  I  have  thought 
that  a  fair  comparison  might  be  made  between  the  anti- 
temperance  spirit  of  the  present  day,  and  the  oppression 
and  tyranny  of  the  British  government  previous  to  the  Rev- 
olution. The  Declaration  of  Independence  complained  of 
many  grievances,  one  of  which  was  for  imposing  taxes. 

We  have  said,  and  now  say,  that  all  men  who  are  advo- 
cates of  perpetuating  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  in  the  com- 
munity as  a  common  drink,  upon  the  principle  that  it  is 
calculated  to  make  men  happier,  stronger,  or  wiser,  even 
for  this  life,  are  liars, — and  now  for  the  proof  of  this  as- 
sertion. It  has  been  common  for  men,  when  they  have 
got  into  trouble,  to  flee  to  the  intoxicating  cup  to  get  out 
of  it  Now  among  the  thousands  who  have  taken  this 
course,  who  has  ever  found  a  man  who  has  obtained  re- 
lief, or  paid  his  debts  in  this  way.^  To  be  sure,  when  he 
was  laboring  under  the  influence  of  that  deceitful  enemy 
of  his  body  and  soul,  he  might  think  he  was  rich  and  in- 
dependent ;  that  he  cared  for  nobody  and  for  nothing ; 
that  he  was  happier  than  all  other  men  around  him  ;  but 
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look  at  him  when  he  is  in  some  measure  restored  to 
himself ;  look  at  him  ;  he  is  just  able  to  raise  his  ach- 
ing head  ;  his  trembling  hands  and  tottering  limbs  are  a 
living  demonstration  that  the  destroyer  has  been  at  work 
upon  him,  and  marked  him  as  a  victim  for  a  drunkard's 
eternity.  And  did  ardent  spirit  make  such  an  one  hap- 
py ?  Did  it  pay  his  debts  ?  Did  it  get  him  out  of  trouble  ? 
No!  emphatically,  no  !  Did  I  hear  some  say,  you  have 
taken  a  strong  case  ;  do  I  hear  another  say,  we  don't  want 
to  hear  any  more  about  drunkards  ;  and  do  I  hear  still 
another  say,  that  every  body  despises  drunkards,  and  all 
believe  they  never  will  become  one?  Do  I  hear  another 
say,  that  too  much  strong  drink  is  bad  ?  I  know,  says 
one,  when  I  am  out  in  the  haying-field,  that  a  little  makes 
me  stronger,  and  I  can  do  more  work.  I  will  tell  you 
what  kind  of  strength  it  gives.  Did  you  ever  see  a  fellow- 
being  laboring  in  a  brain  fever  ?  At  times  he  had  not  the 
strength  of  a  little  child,  and  at  other  times  was  so  strong 
that  two  men  could  scarcely  hold  him.  This  is  the  kind 
of  strength  ardent  spirits  give  you.  You  will  understand 
us,  that  we  are  now  speaking  of  moderate  drinkers,  and  I 
shall  presently  introduce  to  you  a  company  of  them.  The 
point  at  issue  is  to  prove,  that  from  the  more  moderate 
drinker  to  the  most  beastly  drunkard,  it  is  a  system  of  lying 
vanities ;  and  all  those  that  observe  them,  whether  they 
use  much  or  little,  forsake  their  own  well-being.  In  order 
that  we  may  see  clearly  the  effect  of  ardent  spirits, — I  do 
not  mean  upon  those  who  drink  to  intoxication,  but  upon 
those  who  take  just  enough  to  sharpen  their  intellects, 
and  become  wise  in  their  own  eyes, — and  in  order  that  we 
may  be  able  to  see  clearly,  and  come  at  the  truth  in  the 
case,  you  will  allow  me  to  go  back  to  the  time  just  pre- 
vious to  the  temperance  reformation,  and  present  before 
you  a  scene  drawn  from  real  life,  which  I  think  must  sat- 
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isfy  every  unprejudiced  mind  that  drinking  grog,   as   it 
used  to  be  called,  did  not  make  men  wise. 

The  kind  of  wisdom  which  ardent  spirit  gave  was  un- 
derstood very  well  by  those  who  wished  to  take  advantage 
of  their  fellow  men.  To  illustrate  my  meaning  I  will  state 
a  case.  Suppose  an  advertisement  had  met  your  eye  ten 
years  ago,  that  there  was  a  farm  for  sale,  upon  which  there 
was  an  excellent  growth  of  wood,  with  all  the  utensils  and 
stock  belonging  to  the  same,  and  had  you  attended  the 
sale,  you  would  have  been  an  eye  witness  to  the  scene  I 
am  going  to  describe.  On  such  occasions  it  is  the  auc- 
tioneers duty  to  offer  the  property  for  sale,  and  knock  it 
off  to  the  highest  bidder.  But  the  owner  of  the  property 
felt  that  he  had  a  duty  to  perform  for  his  own  selfish  ends 
previous  to  the  sale,  which  was  to  get  the  buyers  into  the 
spirit  of  bidding,  and  that  was  by  giving  them  some  of  the 
spirit  of  wisdom,  out  of  the  black  jug  of  iniquity,  as  it 
was  truly  named  on  a  previous  occasion.  This  made 
men  know  so  much,  that  .  the  owner  of  the  property  was 
very  anxious  that  all  who  were  at  the  sale  should  drink  of 
it ;  a  task,  to  be  sure,  not  so  hard  at  that  day  as  it  would 
be  now.  The  sale  went  on  well ;  the  owner  of  the  farm 
was  well  pleased,  and  just  in  proportion  as  the  rum  went 
down  the  prices  went  up.  The  buyers  felt  well,  but  the 
truth  was,  the  seller  felt  better  ;  for  his  old  carts,  ploughs, 
and  harnesses  were  going  for  more  than  they  were  worth, 
and  all  who  were  there,  after  drinking  once  or  twice,  began 
to  feel  interested.  It  not  only  gave  them  more  sense,  as 
they  supposed,  but  they  were  stronger,  and  they  thought 
they  could  see  better ;  and  that  was  not  all, — they  felt 
richer.  They  thought  they  were  making  great  bargains  ; 
and  the  owner,  to  keep  things  going  right,  was  careful  to 
see  that  the  "  comforter,"  as  it  was  sometimes  called,  was 
carried  along  with  them  from  place  to  place,  and  from  field 
to  field.     And  besides  he  had  a  wood  lot  to  sell.     Great 
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judgment  was  needful  to  know  its  real  worth,  anc}  just 
before  going  into  the  woods  all  concluded  it  would  be  best 
to  have  something  to  take.  The  bottle  went  round  ;  and 
what  was  the  effect  ?  The  trees  began  to  look  larger  and 
hio-her.  and  there  were  some  there  who  could  scarcely  see 
the  tops  of  them  ;  and  the  fact  was,  that  what  was  but 
little  else  than  brush,  would  sell  for  quite  a  growth.  Now 
I  would  ask  what  good  ardent  spirits  did  on  such  occa- 
sions ?  Did  it  do  men  in  those  days  good  ?  Did  they 
make  good  bargains  }  Did  they  feel  better  the  next  day  } 
Judge  ye. 

And  now  let  us  look  at  the  times  as  they  now  are.  Do 
you  think  that  a  man  now  would  give  much  evidence  to 
the  community  that  he  was  a  good  man,  who  could  be  seen 
on  any  public  occasion  with  the  identical  jug,  filled  with 
the  same  kind  of  stuff,  measuring  it  out  to  his  fellow 
men,  and  urging  them  to  take  it,  for  it  would  do  them 
good  ?  Would  such  a  man,  at  the  present  day,  give  evi- 
dence that  he  had  the  best  good  of  his  fellow  men  at 
heart  t  No !  A  surer  evidence  could  not  be  furnished 
that  he  was  in  league  with  devils  and  damned  spirits,  who 
take  delight  in  human  misery  and  human  woe. 

That  a  great  change  has  taken  place  in  the  minds  of  the 
community  on  this  subject  cannot  be  denied  by  any  one. 
In  fact,  those  who  are  the  most  opposed  to  us  confess, 
that  there  has  some  good  come  out  of  the  temperance  so- 
cieties. Again,  it  is  not  considered  any  great  recom- 
mendation for  a  man  to  carry  about  with  him  the  reputa- 
tion that  he  is  opposed  to  temperance.  Neither  is  it 
supposed  that  he  is  more  honest,  or  a  better  mechanic,  or 
a  better  farmer,  or  a  better  scholar,  because  he  says  he 
does  not  want  to  be  a  cold  water  man. 

At  the  present  day,  public  opinion  is,  to  some  extent, 
in  favor  of  temperance.  But  public  opinion  is  not  in 
favor  of  total  abstinence  ;    at  least  does  not  act  upon  that 
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principle,  or  we  should  soon  see  the  license  laws,  with  all 
their  abominations,  blotted  from  the  statute  book.  And  at 
the  present  day,  to  palm  off  upon  the  commonwealth,  that 
the  public  good  requires  that  A,  B  and  C,  of  such  a  town, 
should  be  licensed  to  sell  rum,  is  a  gross  insult  upon  an 
enlightened  people.  To  my  mind,  it  would  be  equally 
proper,  and  more  merciful,  to  make  a  law,  that  a  certain 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  town  should  be  drawn  by 
lot,  and  their  lives  sacrificed  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  a 
blood-thirsty  tyrant.  Does  the  public  good  require  such 
a  thing  ?  Does  not  the  public  good  require  that  no  man 
should  annoy  his  neighbor ;  and  do  not  all  good  men  feel 
the  obligations  they  are  under  to  do  good  to  men,  and  good 
only  ? 

Again, — the  fruits  of  the  license  laws  have  been  evil. 
No  good  can  come  out  of  them  ;  and  after  the  light  which 
has  been  shed  abroad  in  the  community  on  the  system, 
it  can  be  regarded  as  nothing  else  than  committing  sin  to 
sustain  them,  or  for  any  man  to  shelter  himself  under 
the  protection  of  such  a  law,  doing  what  one  knows  to  be 
wrong,  is  sin. 

And  again, — I  would  ask  you  what  evidence  does  such 
a  store-keeper  give  you  that  he  is  a  good  man,  who  will 
take  from  his  poor  neighbor  his  hard  earnings,  and  give 
him  in  exchange  strong  drink,  and  thereby  fit  him  for 
deeds  of  darkness  and  crime,  until  he  is  led  to  blaspheme 
the  God  who  made  him,  and  perhaps  stops  not  until  he 
has  imbrued  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  his  wife,  and  the 
mother  of  his  children  ? 

Is  it  safe  or  best  for  any  man,  in  any  way,  to  be  accesso- 
ry to  such  crimes  ? — judge  ye.  And  in  order  that  \ve  may 
see  still  more  clearly  the  difference  between  the  present  and 
what  we  were  accustomed  to  in  years  gone  by,  let  us  take 
one  more  look  at  the  past.  A  few  years  ago,  every  tenth 
man  in  the   community  was  a  drunkard,  or  at  least  would 


TEMPERANCE     ADDRESS.  1 5 

be  intoxicated  at  times.  Look  at  the  character  and  re- 
spectability of  those  who  dispensed  ardent  spirits  as  an 
article  of  trade.  How  many  there  were  who  were  pro- 
fessors of  the  christian  religion,  and  many  that  were  officers 
in  the  church,  who  were  men  of  prayer,  but  who,  notwith- 
standing, were  slumbering  over  the  wretchedness  and 
crime  caused  by  the  traffic.  Some  of  them,  on  the  mere 
mention  of  the  subject,  gave  it  up  at  once.  But  there 
were  others  who  made  excuses.  They  said  it  was  their 
honest  calling  ;  that  they  did  not  intend  to  sell  to  any  but 
those  who  made  a  good  use  of  it.  Some  would  say,  "if  I 
do  not  furnish  it,  they  will  go  somewhere  else  and  get  it," 
and  many  more  foolish  excuses.  All  the  time  light  was 
shining  in  upon  them.  Yoli  could  see  that  they  were 
troubled  and  fractious.  They  could  take  no  comfort,  if 
they  were  men  of  daily  prayer.  God  hid  his  face  from 
them.  Iniquity  was  in  their  hearts,  and  He  would  not 
hear  them.  Said  a  professor  of  religion  to  the  secretary 
of  the  American  Temperance  Society,  after  he  had  left  off 
selling,  "you  cannot  think  what  a  load  I  have  got  off  my 
shoulders."  Are  there  not  some  professors  to  this  day 
who  are  pressed  down,  as  it  were  with  a  weight,  and  who 
are  still  willfully  persevering  in  the  trade  ?  And  are  there 
not  many  who  are  not  professors  of  religion,  who  trade  in 
distilled  liquors  in  any  form,  who  are  now  stifling  con- 
science, and  who  are  unwilling  to  meet  the  truth  ?  If  all 
such  would  but  be  honest  with  themselves,  and  follow  the 
dictates  of  conscience,  we  should  hear  of  great  accessions 
to  the  temperance  ranks. 

Yes,  my  friends,  I  believe  there  are  but  few  of  our  re- 
spectable moderate  drinkers,  when  they  are  going  after 
their  accustomed  dram,  or  returning  from  a  rum-shop  with 
their  jug  tucked  away  out  of  sight,  who  do  not  think,  at 
every  step  they  take,  that  there  is  something- about  it  not 
right.     The  truth  is,  they  know  as  much,  and  perhaps  a 


l6  TEMPERANCE      ADDRESS. 

little  more,  about  the  evils  of  it,  than  we  can  tell  them.  But 
still  they  will  go  on  opposing  every  movement  that  is  taken 
to  remedy  that  which  they  know  is  a  great  evil.  There  is 
a  large  part  of  the  community  that  still  oppose  us,  and 
stand  in  the  way  of  a  complete  temperance  reform.  The 
first  we  shall  name  are  those  who  drink  nothing,  nor  use 
liquor  in  any  way,  who,  notwithstanding,  take  no  interest 
in  the  cause,  but  who  live,  as  it  were,  for  themselves  alto- 
gether. They  go  upon  the  principle  that  they  have  no- 
thing to  do  but  look  out  for  number  one.  Selfish  in  every 
thing,  it  makes  no  difference  to  such  whether  the  store 
they  trade  in  is  a  rum-store  or  not.  The  turning  point 
with  them  is,  where  they  can  trade  to  the  best  advantage 
according  to  their  way  of  thinking.  Now,  when  I  hear  a 
man  talking  loudly  about  the  advantages,  and  cheap  goods 
he  has  bought  at  such  a  place,  and  when  I  know  that  at 
that  place  there  is  an  establishment  kept  up  to  perpetuate 
drunkenness,  it  always  makes  me  feel  badly  ;  and  when 
I  have  heard  this  man  and  that  man  tell  how  much-  they 
have  saved,  and  at  the  same  time  have  been  giving  support 
and  countenance  to  the  places  that  are  so  well  calculated 
to  prepare  men  and  women  for  town  paupers  and  state 
prison  convicts,  I  think  surely  they  have  never  examined 
the  subject,  or  if  they  have,  they  must  be  short-sighted. 
This  is  a  point  which  requires  explanation;  and  the  ques- 
tion may  return,  what  is  for  a  man's  best  advantage  and  best 
good  ?  Take,  for  instance,  a  man  at  the  head  of  a  family 
— if  he  is  a  good  father,  he  labors  for  the  good  of  his  chil- 
dren ;  and  his  desire  is,  that,  as  they  advance  in  life,  they 
may  become  respectable  and  happy  ;  and  he  lays  plans, 
and  perseveres  to  accomplish  them,  to  have  his  children 
settled  in  the  world,  as  \^q  term  it,  in  some  honest  calling. 
Now,  to  use  the  best  means  to  bring  all  this  about,  a  man 
must  look  a  .good  ways  ahead  ;  and  if  he  would  have  his 
children   virtuous,  temperate  and   happy,  he   must  be  so 
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himself.  And  this  is  not  all.  He  must  do  all  he  can  to 
have  his  neighhors  so  ;  for  they  are  to  come  in  daily  con- 
tact with  them,  and  their  influence  will  be  likely  to  have  a 
powerful  effect  upon  them,  to  lead  them  to  do  good  or  to 
do  evil.  And  this  is  not  all.  If  he  is  a  wise  man,  he 
will  labor,  so  far  as  his  influence  extends,  that  the  nation 
to  which  he  belongs  may  become  a  temperate,  virtuous 
and  happy  people  ;  and  to  effect  this,  the  rulers  of  such  a 
nation  must  be  so. 

Now  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  mere  calculator,  who  in 
order  to  save  a  few  cents  lends  his  influence  to  support  a 
grog-shop,  (by  this,  I  mean  any  store  where  distilled  li- 
quors are  sold  in  any  quantity,)  does  not  look  far  ahead ; 
for  supposing  that  he  should  save  five  dollars  a  year  by 
trading  at  such  a  place,  in  ten  years  this  would  amount  to 
the  sum  of  fifty  dollars.  Now  suppose  you  or  I,  or  any 
of  our  children,  should  see  this  same  calculator  ten  years 
hence,  holding  in  one  hand  a  fifty  dollar  bill,  and  the  other 
grasping  the  cold,  icy  hand  of  his  lifeless  son,  who  had 
been  brought  to  his  death  by  the  inebriating  cup.  Im- 
agine yourself  gazing  upon  such  a  scene.  Could  you 
look  and  not  be  moved  ^  No  !  And  you  would  remem- 
ber the  price,  as  you  heard  these  words  from  the  father's 
lips, — "  my  first-born  son  has  come  to  a  drunkard's  end, 
and  he  has  gone  to  a  drunkard's  eternity."  Look  at  the 
father  once  more — see  him  as  the  remembrance  strikes  his 
mind,  that  in  those  days  of  temperance  he  was  told  his 
duty,  but  would  not  do  it :  now  it  is  too  late  ! — horror 
is  on  his  soul,  and  in  bitterness  and  anguish  of  spirit  he 
laments  his  folly. 

Now  I  do  not  know  that  there  will  ever  be  such  a 
mournful  sight  seen  on  earth.  I  pray  God  that  it  may 
never  be.  I  do  not  know  but  that  fathers  who  are  the 
most  active  in  the  temperance  cause  may  be  brought  to 
mourn  over  some  of  their  children,  who  have  fallen  vie- 
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tims  to  the  destroyer ;  but  one  thing  is  certain,  there  is 
no  real  safety  for  us  but  in  total  abstinence  ;  and  should 
all  adopt  that  principle,  and  practice  accordingly,  intem- 
perance, and  all  the  misery  and  wretchedness  which  it 
causes,  would  very  soon  become  extinct. 

I  might  here  state,  that  there  is  danger  of  us  who  have 
pledged  ourselves  to  discountenance  in  all  suitable  ways 
the  use  of  ardent  spirit  in  the  community,  I  say,  there  is 
danger  of  our  falling  short  of  our  duty.  We  ought  to 
look  at  the  subject  often,  and  look  a  good  way  ahead. 
We  are,  perhaps,  too  apt  to  suppose,  that  if  we  have 
cleaned  our  own  houses,  and  conquered  our  own  appetites, 
that  there  is  nothing  more  for  us  to  do.  But  this  is  not 
so.  Suppose  that  our  own  neighborhood  was  free  from  it, 
(I  wish  I  could  say  that  it  was,)  this  would  not  dismiss  us 
from  the  service.  If  our  own  town  and  state  were  free,  it 
would  not  follow  that  there  was  nothing  more  for  us  to 
do.  We  are  daily  receiving  intelligence  of  death  by  in- 
toxication, of  murder  and  crimes  of  the  deepest  dye,  com- 
mitted under  the  influence  of  strong  drink.  And  does 
not  this  affect  us  ?  Ought  we  not  to  make  sacrifices 
in  this  work  of  humanity  ?  In  short,  so  far  as  God  has 
given  us  means  and  influence,  we  ought  to  use  them  to 
save  our  fellow  men  from  becoming  slaves  to  an  ungodly 
appetite,  and  thereby  destroying  their  own  lives,  and  the 
lives  of  others. 

We  have  been  speaking  of  that  class  of  men  who  are 
temperate,  but  who  take  no  interest  in  the  cause,  conclud- 
ing in  their  own  minds  that  they  have  nothing  to  do  about 
it,  whether  their  friends  are  engaged  in  selling  rum,  or 
their  neighbors  in  drinking  it. 

We  will  now  for  a  moment  look  at  the  influence  of  an- 
other class  of  men  in  the  community,  who  are  what  is 
called  moderate  drinkers.  And,  however  unwilling  they 
may  be  to  believe  it,  it  is  a  fact,  that  they  hold  in  their 
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hands  the  contracting  power,  and  are  the  prime  movers  in 
the  trade  of  making  drunkards  ;  and  so  long  as  there  are 
so  many  men  of  influence  and  property  in  the  community 
who  practice,  and  are  continually  laboring  to  convince 
others,  that  the  moderate  use  of  spirit  is  good,  it  is  worse 
than  in  vain  for  us  to  expect  that  the  distiller  will  cease 
from  making  it,  or  the  retailer  from  selling,  or  that  there 
will  not  be  drunkards. 

I  have  thought  that  if  moderate  drinkers  should  now 
cease  from  using  any  liquor,  and  a  kind  of  separation  should 
take  place  between  the  temperate  and  the  intemperate, 
and  we  could  collect  around  the  distillery,  and  every  place 
where  strong  drink  is  sold,  those  who  were  in  future  to 
use  it,  that  they  might  see  the  customers  that  were  going 
to  support  them  in  the  future,  they  would  very  soon  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  going  to  be  a  sinking  con- 
cern ;  and  supposing  they  should  be  told,  that  if  they 
manufactured  and  sold  the  stuff,  to  quench  their  ungodly 
appetites,  that  they  must  take  their  labor  for  pay,  and  not 
only  that,  but  have  to  feed  and  clothe  them  while  they 
lived,  and  bury  them  when  they  died,  do  you  think  men 
could  be  found  who  would  take  all  this  trouble  upon  them, 
and  have  nothing  for  it  ? — Judge  ye. 

But  to  return  to  the  moderate  drinkers  influence  in  the 
community.  Did  you  ever  visit  a  bar-room,  or  any  place 
to  which  the  intemperate  resort,  where  men  give  vent  to 
their  inflamed  passions  ?  Hear  them  tell  how  "  Esquire 
So  and  So  is  on  our  side  ;  Dr.  So  and  So  is  not  one 
of  your  temperance  men."  How  they  will  boast  of  be- 
ing the  strongest  party,  and  tell  how  they  have  chosen 
such  and  such  a  man  for  a  town  officer,  or  such  and  such 
an  one  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislature  ;  and  if  the  identical 
Esquire  himself  should  happen  to  go  in  there,  and  one 
of  the  most  miserable  of  the  party,  a  perfect  sot,  should 
walk  up  to  him  and  tap  him  on   the  shoulder,  and  say  to 
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him,  "  you  are  the  man  for  me,"  would  it  not  be  enough 
to  make  him  blush  for  poor  depraved  human  nature  ? 
And  if  he  should  happen  at  that  time  to  have  a  tempe- 
rance friend  along  with  him,  would  it  not  make  him  feel 
ashamed  that  he  was  claimed,  supported  and  upheld  in 
office  perhaps,  by  such  detestable  objects? — for  almost  all 
of  our  moderate  drinkers  tell  us  that  they  despise  the 
drunkard. 

I  have  stated  that  it  is  for  the  moderate  drinkers  that 
spirit  is  manufactured  and  sold.  Does  any  one  that  hears 
me  doubt  it  ?  Could  any  man  be  found  in  this  town  who 
would  open  a  spirit  shop,  if  his  customers  were  to  be 
drunkards,  and  only  drunkards  ?  Allow,  if  you  please, 
there  is  such  a  man,  and  he  should  give  out  notice  that 
he  had  commenced  business,  how  long  do  you  suppose  he 
would  stand  it  ?  To  be  sure  he  might  do  considerable 
business,  and  might  soon  draw  off  his  barrels,  but  the 
hardest  of  the  work  would  be  to  draw  in  the  pay  for  it. 
If  there  is  one  in  this  house  who  has  never  as  yet  come 
out  in  favor  of  temperance,  do  you  not  see  it  ?  If  so,  then 
wash  your  hands  of  the  infamy,  come  on  the  side  of  tem- 
perance, for  it  is  safe  for  you,  and  for  those  that  shall 
come  after  you.  Refuse,  and  who  can  tell  what  may  be 
the  consequences  ?  Do  you  feel  yourself  to  be  a  candi- 
date for  the  eternal  world,  and  that  you  must  give  an  ac- 
count to  God  for  every  act  in  your  life,  and  every  thought 
of  your  heart  ?  Will  you  then,  by  your  influence  or  ex- 
ample in  any  way,  aid  or  assist  a  fellow  mortal  on  the  road 
to  ruin  ?  Will  you  drink  the  drunkard's  drink  now,  and 
have  the  drunkard's  curses  fall  upon  your  head  hereafter  ? 
"Because  sentence  against  an  evil  work  is  not  executed 
speedily,  is  it  set  in  your  heart  to  do  evil .? "  Will  you 
run  the  fearful  risk  of  sending  a  beloved  child,  or  a  dear 
friend  to  the  drunkard's  grave,  if  you  should  be  so  fortu- 
nate as  not  to  go  there  yourself  ? 
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Again, — I  have  the  strongest  reasons  for  believing  that 
there  are  men  in  the  community  who  are  opposed  to  us 
for  no  other  reason,  perhaps,  than  that  they  will  lose  an 
office,  if  they  have  one,  or  are  afraid  they  will  not  get  one 
they  want.  Their  ambition  for  a  little  honor  that  comes 
from  men  is  so  great,  that  they  will  deprive  themselves 
of  the  honor  which  comes  from  God  only.  Methinks  I 
see,  not  the  patriot  and  statesman,  but  the  mere  politician 
making  his  calculations,  and  studying  the  course  he  is  to 
pursue  in  order  to  secure  to  himself  political  power.  How 
he  will  manage  and  lay  his  plans  !  One  would  suppose 
he  was  laboring  to  convince  the  community  that  he  was 
the  friend  and  supporter  of  two  parties,  whose  principles 
are  as  opposite  to  each  other  as  light  is  from  darkness. 
Yes,  such  men  will  sometimes  tell  us,  that  the  effects 
which  alcohol  produces  are  bad,  and  do  great  injury  in 
the  community.  They  will  tell  you  how  many  have  been 
ruined  by  drinking  ;  how  much  crime  is  committed  in 
consequence  of  strong  drink  ;  and  perhaps  while  their 
melodious  voices  still  sound  on  your  ear,  two  or  three 
bloated  looking  creatures  will  walk  up  to  him  and  tell  him 
they  want  a  license  to  sell  rum  for  the  public  good.  He 
grants  it.  Why  ?  Because  he  would  rather  sacrifice  his 
countrymen  than  run  the  risk  of  losing  an  office.  Enough 
for  the  present,  however,  has  been  said  upon  this  point. 

I  have  attempted  to  show  you  something  of  how  the 
community  were  slumbering  over  the  bottle.  But  a  few 
years  ago,  and  friend  could  not  meet  friend  without  having 
something  to  take  together ;  houses  could  not  be  raised 
without  rum  ;  farmers  could  not  till  the  ground  without 
it ;  mechanics  could  not  work  without  it  ;  apprentices 
were  not  considered  competent  to  learn  a  trade  unless  they 
could  be  their  sharers,  and  do  their  part  in  this  business  ; 
churches  were  not  formed  without  it,  nor  pastors  settled  ; 
scarcely  any  were  married  or  buried  without  it.     In  short, 
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it  was  considered  a  thing  that  was  needful  in  every  trade 
and  in  every  profession,  and  under  all  the  different  circum- 
stances in  which  men  could  possibly  be  placed.  Was  there 
ever  such  delusion  as  this  ?  Three  millions  of  living  wit- 
nesses answer  no  !  My  bretheren  and  sisters  in  Christ,  the 
evening  of  the  day  upon  which  we  have  met,  the  great 
moral  reform  we  are  engaged  in,  the  desolation  which  in- 
temperance has  made  in  the  churches,  the  denunciations 
which  God  has  given  us  in  his  Word  against  sin,  and  espe- 
cially that  no  drunkard  shall  enter  the  Kingdom  of  Heav- 
en, and  the  encouragement  and  approbation  which  God 
has  given  this  cause,  by  making  it  a  means  of  preparing 
the  way  for  man's  salvation — all  these  ought  to  have  an  in- 
fluence to  stimulate  us  in  this  cause  of  benevolence  and 
humanity. 

Is  it  too  much  to  say,  that  even  now  there  are  rejoicings 
in  Heaven  over  many  souls  who  were  once  here  on  earth 
wallowing  in  the  flood  gates  of  death  by  drinking,  and 
while  in  that  situation,  a  hand  was  stretched  out  for  their 
deliverance  ?  They  heard  a  voice  saying.  Abstain  !  they 
obeyed  the  call,  and  it  proved  to  be  to  them  a  light  which 
was  to  lead  them  to  glory ;  for  it  prepared  their  hearts  to 
receive  the  grace  of  God,  and  they  lived  long  enough  to 
repent  of  their  sins,  and  to  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Are  we  able  to  calculate  the  worth  of  a  single 
soul,  or  measure  its  duration  ?  Can  we  tell  how  much 
happiness  it  is  capable  of  enjoying  with  God  and  Christ, 
and  angels  in  Heaven,  or  how  much  misery  it  must  suffer 
when  the  fangs  of  the  undying  worm  enters  them,  never 
to  be  extracted,  but  to  be  forever  dying  but  never  dead  ? 
Are  there  not  many  souls  at  this  day  who  still  tread  in 
the  drunkard's  path  to  death  :  souls  that  are  to  exist  after 
the  sun  and  the  moon  are  blotted  out  ?  If  we  sleep  at  our 
posts,  are  there  not  many  more  who  will  travel  there  where 
hope  and  mercy  can  never  reach  them  ?     And  shall  we, 


TEMPERANCE     ADDRESS.  23 

who  are  professed  followers  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus, 
who  has  left  us  an  example,  and  commanded  us  to  avoid 
the  appearance  of  evilj: — shall  we  be  stumbling  blocks  in 
the  way  of  the  temperance  reformation  ?  Rather  let  our 
influence,  our  prayers,  our  efforts,  and  our  substance,  all 
be  put  in  requisition  to  labor  in  this  glorious  work. 


